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A threat need not be directly communicated to the object of the threat, in the absence of a statutory provision to the contrary.! 
Extortion by threat is an act that can be anticipated to be perpetrated against public officials by persons seeking benefits, and 
it is unlikely that a legislature would intend to thwart the conviction of persons who attempt to extort benefits from persons 
who are equipped with personnel to open their mail and who therefore might not themselves be aware of each and every 
threat against them.’ 


Larceny by extortion does not require that the wrongful means employed to acquire the sought-after property be leveled 
directly at the owner; where there is a special relationship between the person to whom larcenous conduct is directed and the 
owner of property of such a nature that such person can reasonably be considered in a position to effectuate the nefarious 
demand if he or she is willing, the larceny statute is applicable.* The law of larceny does not ignore the reality of the special 
relationship between major political party committees and government with respect to public jobs, where extortion is utilized 
to gain a public office, and thus, conduct involving a threat to the director of a state party committee to expose the criminal 
acts of an elected official unless the defendant is given a government job may be prosecuted as attempted grand larceny even 
though the State, and not the state party committee, is the owner of the property.’ 
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Footnotes 

i State v. Jackson, 305 N.W.2d 420 (Iowa 1981) (overruled on other grounds by, State v. Lyman, 776 N.W.2d 865 
(Iowa 2010)). 

: State v. Jackson, 305 N.W.2d 420 (lowa 1981) (overruled on other grounds by, State v. Lyman, 776 N.W.2d 865 
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(lowa 2010)). 
? People v. Slocum, 97 Misc. 2d 728, 412 N.Y.S.2d 321 (County Ct. 1979). 
. People v. Slocum, 97 Misc. 2d 728, 412 N.Y.S.2d 321 (County Ct. 1979). 
End of Document © 2022 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government 


Works. 


WESTLAW © 2022 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2 


